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Character Analysis
	Heroes and legends are often words that are often associated with physical things rather than intangible ones. Realization that these heroes and legends are normally within us can be mind-blowing, the problem is that we do not believe that we can be our own “heroes” and “legends.” The journey of find these heroes and legends can only be worth it when individuals recognize the limitlessness of their inner selves.
	Janie is seen as having dilemmas with her relationships and in the process she embarks on a journey of spiritual enlightenment and finding her personal identity.  The character’s legend is herself since she wants to reproduce love that unifies her with the world. In this regard, she values herself and she would not stop at nothing until she achieves what she craves. Her treasure is not about finding a partner but securing a sense of independence.  “She wasn’t petal-open anymore with him [Joe]” (Hurston 22). This is a treasure of self that she needs utterly to have optimal self-efficacy. Janie overcomes gender stereotypes in her quest of finding peace of mind. “The familiar people and things had failed her so she hung over the gate and looked up the road towards way off” (Hurston 15). She decides to be silent in certain circumstances as a form of strength when interacting with other people. I have learned from the character that it is essential and courageous when trying to achieve something regardless of the challenges. 
	Jane’s personal legend is herself as she since she believes in self-independent even after leaving Rochester. She is a destitute but she does not despair but becomes more loving, spiritual, and empathetic. Jane has to overcome the stiff opposition that she gets from everyone she meets in her quest find her inner peace. She has to deal with poverty, cruelty from the Reeds, and social differentiation. “And you ought not to think yourself on equality with the Misses Reed and Master Reed, because Missis kindly allows you to be brought up with them. They will have a great deal of money, and you will have none: it is your place to be humble and to try to make yourself agreeable to them” (Bronte 10). She treasures justice, morality, and human dignity since she believes that are key elements to spiritual fulfillment. “What a singularly deep impression her injustice seems to have made on your heart!” (Bronte 60). I have learned from Jane that gender and social equality should be upheld in every society to promote equity. 
	Santiago’s personal legend is knowledge since he motivated to learn various novel things related to the world. “But ever since he had been a child, he had wanted to know the world, and this was much more important to him than knowing God and learning about man's sins" (Coelho 8). In this regard, he sets himself to about God and the sinful nature of the world. He embarks on a journey of finding treasure he had dreamt about located at the Egyptian pyramids. The treasure is associated with spirituality and would help him communicate with the elements of the world.  "'I'm an adventurer, looking for treasure,' he said to himself (Coelho 41). The greatest challenge Santiago encounters is reluctance, however, he meets Melchizedek that helps in his spiritual quest. I have learned from Santiago that is important to be determined when wanting to learn about anything.
	My personal legend is myself since I always thrive to better myself physically, emotionally, physically, and intellectually in a bid to achieve self-efficacy. I believe in self-nourishment and this belief has played an integral part in my life up to now.  I treasure learning about people and connecting more with God. I am not yet on a hero’s journey but I believe that in the future I will have vast self-awareness that will impact significantly on behavioral characteristics and aid my ambitions to make the world a better place.  In this regard, I have learned in my life journey that understanding the world starts when you comprehend yourself first.
	In conclusion, the characters from the three novels are on a journey of finding their self-identities, acquiring knowledge, and strengthening their spiritualties. In doing so, they recognize that they need to be independent and there are challenges that they cannot avoid. However, their resilience is depicted when they overcome these obstacles to achieve their heart desires. The realize that their heroes and legends are internal; therefore, finding them begin with them finding themselves.
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